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couple of Roman priests, to demand the reinstatement of Apiarius. Faustinas was a pompous and fussy Italian with large ideas of Roman supremacy, as will appear, and the Africans were little reconciled to the substance of his demand by the manner in which he urged it. Aurelius at once summoned the neighbouring bishops to meet the legate. When Faustinus was politely asked to state the basis of the pope's claim to interfere, he appealed to two canons of the Nicene. Council which provided for recourse to Rome. The                 'i
African fathers at once referred to their copies of                 -if
the Nicene canons (brought from the Council by                   *,
their own bishop of Carthage), and were astonished                   ? 5
to find no trace of the two canons Kaustinus had
i
mentioned, and Zostmus had quoted at length.1                    i i
However, they promised to admit the new canons                    | j
until the matter could  be properly investigated,
and   to   reopen  the  question  of Apiarius.    But
they also enacted that in future no priest or deacon                    f
who appealed to a church beyond the sea against                    j
1 I may Mate at once that thr canons in <|iK'.stiim were added at                          |
the (subsequent council of Sardiea.    llel'elc. would have them to lie                          '
of equal importance, but the course of our narrative will show that the Africans thought otherwise. Indeed, it IK very clear from the records that they entertained very unflattering suspicions about the                        *
Romans and their canons from the beginning.                                                            i